RICO AND THE MAN

HOW PROSECUTORS USE RICO TO
TARGET MOTORCYCLE CLUBS —
AND WHAT YOU CAN DO ABOUT IT
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Limited Government?

R The Constitution lists only four specific federal crimes:
Treason, bribery, piracy and counterfeiting.

R Today there are over 4500 federal crimes and more bei
created nearly every day.

@ One “9/11” law created 60 new federal crimes.

R It has been estimated that nearly every U.S. citizen bre:
some federal law every day without knowing it.
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THE LAW HAS CHANGED

= One big change is that the law
used to focus on crimes that
people knew were obviously
wrong, like murder, robbery,
and assault. But now, laws also
punish things that are only illegal
because the government says so,
like breaking business rules or
missing paperwork. These are
called "public welfare'
offenses, and they have made it
much easier for the government
to charge people with crimes.




= 1970: Congress passes the
Racketeer Influenced and
Corrupt Organizations Act
(RICO) as the centerpiece of
President Richard Nixon'’s “Crime

Bill”, originally focusing on the
RICO mafia / organized crime

| 'CHANGES UL - oo KeywestPotice
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QIR 5 RICO aqaimst comuption

= 1989: Michael Milken, a business
man with no ties to organized crime,
was indicted as an individual under
RICO — using RICO against
individual people




{ y RS O e
i TR ol ) O

2
>

PGPS T LY TR S

REQUIRES

“CONDUCT OF AN

_ ENTERPRISE .-
THROUGH A
PATTERN 0F

'RACKETEERING

TR
v .';'T‘r"';'
=

L)
L

ety

The government must prove
beyond a reasonable doubt:

» There was an enterprise (“that an
enterprise existed”)

= Operating across state lines (“that
the enterprise affected interstate commerce”)

= That you were working with ox
hired by the enterprise (“the

defendant was associated with or employed by
the enterprise”)

= That there was a pattern of

racketeering (“that the defendant engaged
in a pattern of racketeering activity”)

= That you were part of

racketeering at least twice (“that
the defendant conducted or participated in
the conduct of the enterprisé through that
pattern of racketeering activity through the
commission of at least two acts of

racketeenhfg activity as set forth in the
indictment”)




-Broad "Enterprise' Definition:
RICO’s vague criteria let prosecutors
target motorcycle clubs as criminal
enterprises, even if only a few members

engage 1n illegal activity.
THE RICO - Legitimate Clubs Treated as

DEFINITION B Criminal Gangs: Courts allow RICO
B to apply to both lawful organizations
“OFAN

and criminal groups, making it easy to

‘ HENTERPRISE” ‘ paint all members as conspirators.
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- Guilt by Association: Law
enforcement can claim a club is
“infiltrated” by crime, using weak
ties to Impose severe penalties on
law-abiding riders.

o



 EVIDENCE OF
.. INTERSTATE

CONNECTION:

Phone calls or emails across state lines

Travel between states to conduct criminal
activity

Using interstate transportation to move
lllegal goods

Financial transactions that cross state
lines

. Guilt by Geography: If one club member is

caught transporting drugs across state lines,
prosecutors can argue that the entire club is a

criminal enterprise under RICO—even if
leadership had no knowledge of the crime.

- Financial Transactions as “IMloney

Laundering”: Club members pooling money
for charity nides, legal defense funds, or event
planning can be twisted into accusations of

interstate money laundering, even when funds are
legally obtained.

« Online Club Merch Turned into Fraud

Allegations: Selling club gear, fundraising, or
running an online store can be
mischaracterized as fraudulent interstate

business activity if law enforcement wants to
push a RICO case.
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*Racketeering means committing certain crimes
“predicate acts” as part of an ongoing
organization or enterprise

It includes a wide range of affenses from
violence and drug trafficking to from
fraud, extortion, bribery and money
laundering.

= These underlying crimes are legally
referred to as the “predicate acts”.

= Under RICO prosecutors can claim
racketeering exists whaen at least
“two acts of racketeering activity’’ are
committed within ten years of each
other




WHAT IS

 RACKETEERING
 RCTIVITY?

Vague '"Violent Crimes'' Label:
Prosecutors can charge an entire
motorcycle club under RICO for acts
committed by a single member, even if the
club itself wasn’t involved.

Stretchm “Stealing and Cheating”:
draising, donations, or ¢ ub
dues can be rmscharactenzed as extortion

or fraud, painting clubs as criminal
enterpnses

Targeting Club Activities: Legal
gatherings, poker runs, or raffles can be

lumped in with illegal gambling or
organized crime operations.

Financial Crimes Overreach: Cash
transactions and support funds can be
twisted into accusa ons of money

laundering or fraud, even when there’s no
criminal intent.

Guilt by Association: If any club
member is accused of a crime,
prosecutors can use RICO to take down

the entire club, making it nearly
impossible to f1ght back.




- NO MENS REA

REQUIREMENT

= “Mens rea’ is a person’s intent or
knowledge of wrongdoing when
committing a crime
‘Rico lowers the Governments burden
They don’t need to prove you
personally committed the crime. Only
that you knowingly associated with the
enterprise.
*Guilt by Association: Motorcycle club
members can be punished just for being
part of a club linked to alleged
“racketeering,” even if they had no role in
any crime.
- Overly Broad Charges: Simply doing
business, participating in club activities, or
being loosely connected to someone
accused of wrongdoing can be enough for
aRICO case.

= Violation of RICO does not require
intent, recklessness, willfulness, or
even knowledge on the part of the
accused.




IN REALI_TY
'RICO ACTS AS
N ERBITRARY

PENALTY

- ENHANCER AND

PROSECUTORIAL

BARGAINING
iz sellOL,.

Why Prosecutor’s love RICO

« One Indictment , many
defendants

- Broad conspiracy theory-*‘Take
the small charge, or face 20
years under RICO.” Motorcycle
club members get pressured
into gquilty pleas—even if they
did nothing wrong.

- Stacking the Deck — RICO lets
prosecutors bundle unrelated
people and crimes into one
massive case, making it nearly
impossible to fight back in
court.




= RICO: Punishment Before Trial
— The government can freeze a
defendant’s assets the moment
they’re indicted, seizing
businesses, homes, and club
funds—before proving a single
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| impossible for clubs to fight back.




RECENT RICO INDICTMENTS AGAINST
MC’S (THEY HAVE BEEN BUSY)




8 March 18, 2026
- = Allegations

W Federal prosecutors charged 17 alleged
= members and associates of the Homietos
§ outlaw motorcycle gang with:

*Racketeering conspiracy (RICO)
I -Racketeering murder
’ Attempted murder
U «Assault
| ‘Firearms offenses
*Murder in aid of racketeering

| The government alleges Homietos controlled
territory throughout Houston and engaged in a
| violent war with rival motorcycle clubs,
especially the Bandidos. Prosecutors tied the
enterprise to murders, highway shootings, and
organized assaults

| Predicate Charges went back to Febraury 2020
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A federal indictment in the Southern
District of Texas charges 14 members
the Bandidos MC with racketeering
(RICO), murder, robbery, arson, drug
trafficking, and witness intimidation in
the Houston area.

~ Federal

*Prosecutors allege the crimes stem
from a violent turf war with B*EAST
MC including a “smash on site” in
September 2020

*Several defendants face life in
prison, and one defendant faces the
death penalty if convicted.

*All 14 defendants have pleaded not
guilty. Notice: many defendants never
personally committed the most serious
violence charged

*The case is the result of a multi-
agency federal, state, and local
investigation under organized crime
and violent crime reduction
initiatives.




MONGOLS ARRESTED APRIL 2023
IN SAN BERNARDING COUNTY, CA

= Two men, reportedly members of the Mongols
motorcycle club, have been arrested in connection with
a deadly bar brawl.

L S
r'p l - WH ] [.‘ p = Charges included murder in aid of racketeering (life
L A1 " sentence) and assault in aid of racketeering (up to 20
A years)

v
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= Prosecutors emphasized the attack’s purpose:
enforcing Mongols’ territorial control, a key RICO
requirement.

= The DOJ leveraged recorded meetings, membership
records, and witness testimony to prove the club’s
systematic criminal conduct Notice: many defendants
never personally committed the most serious violence
charged

= “This case is part of Operation Take Back America, a
nationwide initiative that marshals the full resources of
the Department of Justice to repel the invasion of illegal
immigration, achieve the total elimination of cartels and

transnational criminal organizations (T'COs), and protec,
our communities from the perpetrators of violent crime .




16 HELLS ANGELS & RED DEVILS MEMBERS
CHARGEDIN THE EASTERN DISTRICT OF NORTH
CAROLINA , OCTOBER 16, 2024

= Five of the defendants are charged with
Murder in Aid of Racketeering for the killing
of amember of the Pagan's Motorcycle Club
(PMC), arival gang, on January 1, 2023, in
Raleigh. Two additional defendants are
charged with accessory after the fact for their
actions following that murder.

= Eight defendants are charged with Attempted
Murder in Aid of Racketeering and Assault
with a Dangerous Weapon in Aid of
Racketeering for their alleged role in a July 22,
2023 violent assault of a PMC member in the
parking lot of a Dairy Queen restaurant in
Wade, North Carolina.

-

= One defendant is charged with obstruction for

ANGELS RACKETEERING CHARGES attempting to dissuade a witness from

assisting the criminal investigation of this

case. Notice: many defendants never
personally committed the most serious
violence charged O
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18 MEMBERS OF

THE PAGAN S MC

_INDICTED -

The |nd|ctment aIIeges two members
‘assaulted a rival motorcycle club -
member with a dangerous weapon on
‘May, 30, 2022 ' "
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NG RICO VIOLATION CHARGES IR TY
A T T T

14 THUG RIDERS

MC MEMBERS

INDICTED JUNE

14, 2024

= Count one of the indictment
charges 7 members with
racketeering (RICO) conspiracy.
The indictment’s remaining
three counts charge defendants
with assaults, attempted
assaults and conspiracy to
commit assaults.

* As of February 2026, at

least 11 members have
pleaded guilty to offenses
including conspiracy to
commit racketeering, violent
crime in aid of racketeering,
arson, and gun-related
violence.

. Several members have

been sentenced to multi-
year federal prison terms
and supervised release as

part of plea agreements. J.



WHAT ARE THE CONSEQUENCES OF
RICO CHARGES?

= Guilty verdicts result in sentences of 20 years per count and
fines up to $25,000

= In addition a pre-trial financial restraining order can be obtained
to seize all the defendant's assets and forfeitable property

= This prevents the organization from liquidating the proceeds of its
racketeering enterprise before a quilty verdict can be obtained

= Even the private individuals victimized by the enterprise can file
civil suits to recover treble damages




HOW A RICO

STARTS

CASE REALLY

One incident involving a few
members

Social media posts or
messages

Informant or cooperating
witnhess

Federal task force connects
separate events

Government calls it an
“enterprise”



HOW TO PROTECT YOURSELE' AGAINST
RICO

= Know your
Rights!

=Be prepared to
protect your club

=Protect yourself




PROTECT YOUR MC

When attending a COC meeting;

The principle purpose should be a discussion of civil rights and all related legal
issues

Issues between clubs that are members can be discussed as forum for

O]E.hen communication between member clubs including attending each
other’s anniversaries etc

Any disputes with clubs that are not members of the COC should not be
discussed

If possible, an attorney should be there to monitor the discussion and

testify if necessary as an officer of the Court to the legality of the agenda and
conduct of the attendees

Never discuss publically controlling of territory
Don’t discuss whether someone is out bad or out good

Keeping minutes is a good idea if there is a discussion of legislative issues or
include a lawyers discussion of civil rights
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ALWAYS BE CALM AND POLITE

= Youmight be profiled
= Don’t be hostile

= Following the rules doesn’t
guarantee the police will
respect your rights but they
can keep you from digging
yourself into a deeper hole




IF YOU ARE BEING STOPPED ON YOUR
BIKE OR CAR...

. Pull over immediately

. Turn the vehicle off and put your hands on the handlebars or
steering wheel

. Ask the officer this question,“Good afternoon officer, why did
you pull me over?”

Open your window partway

BUT if he asks you to roll down your window all the way you should
probably do it




DO NOT WAIVE YOUR FOURTH AMENDMENT RIGHT
AND CONSENT TO R SEARCH

= If asked to step out of the car, or off your bike,
lock it

= [f he asks to search the vehicle,

» Refuse the search.

= Say: “l don’t consent to any searches, Sir.”, “I know you
are just doing your job but | don’t consent to searches.”

= Ask the officer “are you detaining us or are we free to
go now?”

= Never complain about a ticket. You can always
contest it in traffic court




POLICE CAN [HCAILY LIETOY DON'T LET
FALSE THREATS OR PROMISES PERSUADE YOU TO
WAIVE YOUR RIGHTS




DON'T CONSENT T0 A SEARCH

« You have the right to clearly state your
refusal to consent to the search.

 Only verbally refuse. Never physically
resist.




= Stand your Ground
= Calmly assert your rights

= Don’t Resist them; write

= File a police misconduct report

WHATEVER YOUR CONDITION,
DON'T RUN FROM THE POLICE!
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everything down about the
incident

immediately afterwards
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£ *Don’t post about club business online

*Don’t discuss investigations in group

Bl | Cchats
SRS M8 -Don't joke about violence or territory
S <Assume everything is being recorded
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CASES
ARE BUILT,

They start long
before the
indictment.

The smartest
defense is
understanding how
the government
thinks-before they
ever knock on your
door.
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